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Up Front

The ability to pick a
baby's gender leaves many
parents thrilled with the
outcome—and some experts
wormed about ethics

ony andd ana Paschal marmied 1n
1BE2 minel weere soon blessed wilh Hhres
badmy by T hies weere o happy, heatthy

[mily—even though, from time o Lime
Do felt o little something, o someone
wis missing. "I don™ think she ever
stopiped wanting a girl.” saye her modber
Pauline Ferguson. “She wis just afrmd Lo
trv agmin
[hen, inAngust 2000, Dana picked upa
mimiaine while strolling through her el
Emuart. Insiche wais an artiche about & med
[ il ||'|'.-| LN that woaakd albow cou
i'l-"" THOEE T 5iE '!-I-I". 'I"I'.I
ed [my husband| and said, '] think |
knioas howwe can get our @irl." ™ savs Dana
fi, & homemaker from FMlen=sant Garden
ler family scrupped plans fora eruis
L0 LI |:. ham 15 .|-'_i|'_'_ 1stend to try has
ing & daughter through an experimental
SPErm-S0rTing Proo.Eurs, inwWinkcn i
miy's sperm were sarted in o way thal
|E ||'.|..'.| -||| il ii-l'\- L0 FEImi -\.I"illl-"ll'.i:||
femade chromosomes, Lann wis themn arta-
ficiaily seminated and, .-E'Il i
Uttempts, became preghnant. Cin i
2001, Dann, Tommy, now 38, I 'l| ||
bhoy=—T.05., 18, Kevin, 16, and Michas
wiloomed Heather Rene Paschal “We got
exsctly whish we wanted, says Dani, whi
pabd $5,300 for the procedures

if ciashi o -||--| ave bought th .-|l--':||: :

Boy‘? iri? You

Phoing ¥ ERIC LARSON







i AR

Inting sex sets a chilling precedent that
el ome doy bead to o generation of
“designer kids,” “Children are not prod-
ucts you can buy Hke pets”™ suys Boston
University bioethics professor Georjge
Annas, “Why not select for eve color,
height and strength? This is treating
children like commuodities.”

Awnre of possible moral obhjections,
Kathy and Cliff Krug, a couple from
Fuirfux Station, Va.. debated for six
months before finally deciding to use
sex selection in the wake of a pair of
devastating events: Four years ago,
Brien, the younger of the pair's twa
sons, was horn with hemophilia, a
hereditary disease that predominant-
by afflicts males. A third son, their doe-
ko tosldd Ehierm, would carry p 50 percent
chianee of having the disease, Then, two
yiears laber, Kathy's 62-vear-old maoth-
&r died of breast cancer. ™1 felt lke it
wold be great tochave this little gird to
replace my mom,” she savs,

Both the Krugs are observant Cath-
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olics. They prayed for guidance but
eventunlly decided not to consult their
priest before joining o clinical trial fior
sperm sarting in October 2002, Kathy
begnn tnking a fertility drug and used
a home predictor kit todetermine when
she was ovuloting. When that day
arrived, she and CHE, who works for
their family-owned moving business,
hurriedly drove to the Genetics and TVF
[nstitute near their home, where CLiffs
speerm were sorted, then tested and arti-
ficinlly inseminated into Kathy, Even
after she became pregnant, though, the
waiting wasn't entirely over, says Kathiy,
because the MicroSort method has a 9]
percent success rate for female births
{as opposed to 76 percent for boys), "We
waited 20 weeks to have a sonogrom,”
ahie savs, “The technician was guiet and
[ thought, Th nod But she turned and
said, "1t a girl,' and we were 50 exelt-
e " The Krug's daughter Abigail Anne
wais born July 10, 20020 “Now T've god
my pariner in crime,” says Kathy
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Diespite the maoral gqualms of many,
gender selection is almost certain to
grow, say some cxperts. “The vast
majority of patients are average sulb-
urban parents who hmve two or three
children of one gender and say they
wint anstherof the opposite sex” suys
Borbert Gleicher, who performs PG at
affices in Mew York and Iinois. "What
is wrong with that?” Nothing, say Jose
and Clondia Cuintero of Miami, who
have three daughters and, thanks to
sperm sorting, 8 bouncing toddler
namaed Joseph, “'We thought about
everything—our kids, our religion, whist
wie woukd tell our baby. We came (o the
conclusion that it was worth it," savs
Claudin. “And it wis, He's s miracle”
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